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rapidly extended itself, under our economic system,.
to include a third or even a half of their natural
love-time. It is carelessly presumed that maiden-
hood is a normal condition; as a matter of fact,
since women are commonly more sensual and
passionate than men, it is a state into which they
are coerced by fear of social dishonour, and of
blasting their matrimonial prospects. Is the super-
stition enforced, then, for the sake of men ? The
theory that a chaste bride insures a true wife has
been discredited to the point of ridicule. There are
men who desire only vestals. Such cases are
properly regarded as pathological; they occur
chiefly among professional seducers and elderly men
whose sexual vitality has begun to abate. The
truth is that virginity is unattractive to men. Let
us inquire of certain bachelors. "How is it
possible," they will answer, " to grow attached to
these baroque and disconcerting creatures, who
appear to belong to another race; who speak a
different language ; to whom you do not know what
to say, and who do not know what to reply; who
at one moment alarm you with their mystery, and
at the next repel you with their insipidity?"
Women become seductive in proportion as they
have been formed by love. Observe any salon in
which are gathered matrons and unwedded girls.
About the former crowd all the men who are
worth while; the train of the latter consists of
dutiful brothers and frightened adolescents. The
task of initiating a girl's love-life is one of the most
formidable a man can undertake; " in a majority